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7  b  //?£  Chairman  ana  Members 
of  the  East  Barnet  Valley  Urban  Distmci  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  the  forty-first  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  District — for  the  year  1914. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Public 
Health  has  been  very  good  indeed,  and  that  hardly 
any  circumstances  have  arisen  calling  for  special 
consideration. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of 
District  — The  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  East  Barnet 
Valley  is  within  the  administrative  county  of  Hertford, 
being  situate  on  the  extreme  southern  portion  of  the 
county.  Geographically,  however,  the  District  is 
almost  wholly  surrounded  by  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
the  exception  being  the  north-western  portion  of  the 
boundary,  which  adjoins  the  Urban  Sanitary  District 
of  Barnet  (Herts).  The  remaining  Districts  adjoining 
the  Council's  area  are  all  Urban  Sanitary  Districts, 
situate  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  viz.  : — On 
the  north,  Enfield  ;  on  the  south  and  south-east, 
Southgate  ;  on  the  south-west,  Friern  Barnet. 

The  District  Council  was  formed  in  April  1894,  to 
succeed  the  old  Local  Board. 

The  District  comprises  the  parishes  of  East 
Barnet,  Barnet  Vale,  and  Monken  Hadley,  the  total 
area  being  2,636  acres.  As  its  name  implies  it  lies  on 
the  sides  of  a  valley  extending  from  Hadley  in  the 
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north,  to  Brunswick  Park  in  the  south.  The  principal 
portion  of  the  District  is  divided  by  the  main  line  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  from  King’s  Cross  to  the 
north,  while  it  is  also  bounded  on  the  east  and  west 
respectively  by  the  main  roads  leading  from  London 
northwards  through  Southgate  and  Barnet. 

The  general  character  of  the  District  is  residential  ; 
the  area  on  the  west  of  the  railway  has  been 
conveniently  planned,  and  consists  principally  of  good 
class  detached  and  semi-detached  villa  residences,  the 
altitude  varying  from  200  to  400  feet  above  ordnance 
datum.  The  District  forms  a  portion  of  a  much  wider 
area  noted  for  the  healthfulness  of  its  climate,  and 
popularly  known  in  and  around  the  metropolis  as  the 
“  Northern  Heights." 

On  the  east  of  the  railway  are  situate  the  older 
portions  of  the  District,  including  the  village  of  East 
Barnet,  and  Brunswick  Park  at  the  southern  extremity, 
most  of  which  is  developed  for  a  much  smaller  class  of 
property,  and  is  consequently  more  densely  populated. 

Industries  and  Occupations. — The  industries 
carried  on  within  the  District  are  not  extensive,  and 
have  not  increased  at  all.  There  are  three  Factories, 
and  including  Laundries  and  Bakeries  about  fifty 
“workshops.”  A  large  number  of  the  workers  are 
artisans  and^  mechanics  of  various  trades,  whose 
occupations  take  them  outside  the  District.  The 
conditions  of  employment  are  generally  satisfactory, 
and  no  special  circumstances  exist  which  are 
prejudicial  to  the  Public  Health. 

Housing  Accommodation.  —  The  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  consider  the  provision  of 
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houses  for  the  working  classes  held  many  meetings 
and  discussed  many  plans.  But  unfortunately  all  their 
work  has  been  rendered  useless  for  the  present  by  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  and  the  subject  now  stands  post¬ 
poned  indefinitely. 

Population. — I  estimate  the  population  to  be 
12,380.  There  are  2,579  houses  in  the  District,  and 
this  number  multiplied  by  4  8,  the  number  of  occupants 
per  house  according  to  the  census  of  191  1,  gives  the 
result  arrived  at  above.  Several  hundred  soldiers 
were  quartered  at  the  Folly  Farm  in  the  month  of 
September,  the  officers  in  the  house  and  the  men  in  tents 
in  the  adjoining  grounds.  Later  on,  owing  to  wet  weather 
and  dampness  of  the  soil,  the  troops  were  removed  to 
more  commodious  and  more  suitable  premises  at 
Littlegrove  and  Oak  Hill  Lodge.  In  each  case  the 
services  of  the  Sanitary  Department  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Commanding  Officer.  The  work 
done  is  fully  described  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
his  Report,  and  was  much  appreciated  by  the 
Commanding  Officer.  I  believe  the  health  of  the 
troops  was  good.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease 
among  any  troops  in  the  District  came  to  my 
knowledge. 

Birth  Rate. — The  births  registered  during  the 
year  number  233,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  18*9  per  1,000. 
Seven  births  were  illegitimate. 

Death  Rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
as  having  actually  occurred  in  the  District  during  the 
year  1914  is  7 8,  which  gives  a  death  rate  of  63  per 
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1,000.  One  death  occurred  which  did  not  belong  to 
the  District,  and  24  deaths  of  ‘  Residents  ’  occurred 
outside  the  District,  making  a  net  total  of  101,  which 
gives  a  death  rate  of  8'i  per  1,000.  To  obtain  a 
death  rate  comparable  with  other  Districts  with  regard 
to  age  and  sex  distribution,  this  rate  must  be 
multiplied  by  a  factor  of  ‘9935.  This  gives  a  corrected 
death  rate  of  8  per  1,000  for  the  year  1914. 

Infant  Mortality.  —  Rate  of  deaths  under  one 
vear  of  age  per  1,000  births  registered.  Under  this 
heading  only  7  deaths  were  registered,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  34*3.  Of  these  7  deaths  2  were  due  to 
premature  birth,  so  that  only  5  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  were  really  due  to  preventable  causes. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  did  not  occur 
to  any  great  extent,  though  2  deaths  were  caused  bv 
the  latter  disease. 

* 

Scarlet  Fever. — 40  cases  were  notified,  and  26  of 
them  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  None 
of  the  cases  proved  fatal,  the  disease  being  of  a  mild 
type.  The  Brunswick  Park  Schools  were  closed  by 
the  managers  for  a  fortnight  in  October,  owing  to  a 
number  of  cases  among  the  children  attending  there. 

Tuberculosis. — 14  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  3  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  6  cases  of  consumption  died  during  the  year. 

A  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  instituted  at 
High  Barnet,  and  is  the  only  one  available  for  sufferers 
in  this  District.  I  think  there  should  be  a  Dispensary 
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in  this  District,  as  it  is  rather  hard  on  some  patients  to 
have  to  walk  two  or  three  miles  each  way  to  procure 
treatment  ;  besides,  the  easier  it  is  to  obtain  treatment 
the  more  likely  it  is  that  patients  will  avail  themselves 
of  it.  [This  has  recently  been  established  at  the 
District  Council  Offices.] 

* 

Bacteriological  Examinations  are  afforded  by 
the  Council  in  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  when 
required  by  Medical  Practitioners.  These  are  carried 
out  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association.  30  such 
examinations  were  made  during  the  past  year. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  derived 
from  deep  wells,  and  is  of  great  purity,  though  a  little 
hard. 


Milk  Supply.  — The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milk- 
shops  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  I  am  glad 
to  note  that  practically  all  the  owners  of  Milkshops 
have  adopted  some  means  for  excluding  flies  from  the 
milk. 


Isolation  Hospital. — The  new  block  is  finished 
and  opened.  It  has  accommodation  for  sixteen  beds 
and  four  cubicles.  The  sixteen  beds  are  used  for  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  whilst  the  cubicles  are  reserved  for 
cases  under  observation. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  are  treated 
in  the  old  block — -six  beds  for  the  former  and  three 
beds  for  the  latter  disease. 
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Housing  and  Town  Planning. — The  work  under 
the  Act  of  1909  has  been  continued,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  carried  out.  The  full  details  appear  in 
the  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  most 
thoroughly  performed  the  duties  in  connection  with  the 
inspection  of  those  parts  of  the  District  ordered  by  the 
Committee.  I  append  the  following  information  at  the 
request  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  showing 
particulars  of  Inspections  made  and  notices  issued 
during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  during  1914  under,  and  for  the 

purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (or  parts  of  dwelling  houses) 
which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority,  with  a 

view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied,  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  158* 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  which,  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders,  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

*  It  should  be  noted  that  this  figure  includes  78  houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were  issued  in  1913  but  had  not  been 
complied  with  during  that  year. 

The  following  short  summary  will  show  how  the  property 
inspected  during  the  year  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Inspector,  viz.  : 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  Notices  issued  85,  affecting  149  houses  ...  149 
Number  of  premises  not  requiring  Notices  ...  19 

Number  of  premises  respecting  which  Notices  had  not 

been  issued  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  28 


Total 
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The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Houses,  have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and  on  the  whole  found  to  be  in 
good  order. 

WALTER  ROUGHTON,  F.R.C.S.  (Eng.). 

Diplomate  in  Public  Health. 


BARNET  UNION. 

Return  of  Vaccinations  and  Statutory  Declarations  of 
objection  to  Vaccination  within  the  Urban  District  of  East 
Barnet  Valley  received  by  the  Vaccination  Officer  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December  1914. 

Number  of 
cases. 

Certificates  of  successful  vaccination 

of  children  under  the  age  of  14  years  80 

Statutory  Declarations  of  conscientious 

objection  to  Vaccination  ...  135 

The  above  return  does  not  include  re-vaccinations,  or 
primary  vaccinations  of  persons  above  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
no  reliable  figures  relating  thereto  being  available. 

S.  M.  BALDOCK, 

Vaccination  Officer, 


February  1915. 


TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914 

and  Previous  Years. 


Name  of  District.— EAST  BARNET  VALLEY. 


1. — Year. 

2. — Population  estimated 
to  Middle  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total 
Deaths 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 

to  the  District. 

3. — Uncorrected 
Number. 

Nett. 

8. — Of  Non-Residents 
registered  in  District. 

9. — Of  Residents  not 
registered  in  the 
District. 

Under  1 
Year  of  Age. 

At  ail  Ages. 

4. — Number. 

5. — Rate. 

10. — Number. 

11. —  Rate  per 
1,000  Nett 
Births. 

12. — Number. 

13.— Rate. 

6. — Number. 

7. — Rate. 

1909. 
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21.5 
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9.2 

16 

20 

72 
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1910. 
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83 

6.3 
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44 

96 

7.25 
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21 

85 
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23 

15 

65 
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1913. 
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107 
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1 

25 

12 
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10.7 

1914. 

12380 

231 
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18.9 

78 

6.3 

1 

24 

7 

34.3 

101 

8.1 

Area  of  District  in  acres  \ 

(land  and  inland  - 2,636 
water).  > 


Total  population  at  all  ages 


Total  families  or  separate  occupiers 
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Isolation  Hospital. — Barnet  Isolation  Hospital,  May’s  Lane>  Barnet.  Total  available  beds,  16;  number 

of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3. 
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TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914. 
EAST  BARNET  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1914, 
EAST  BARNET  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of  Death 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs... 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Alcoholism... 

Nephitis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 

Accidents  &  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  &  parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  including 
Premature  Bi  rth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 
Suicide 

Other  defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Nett  Deaths  at  the 

subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  whether 
occurring  within  or 
without  the  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 

EAST  BARNET  VALLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infant  Mortality. 


1914. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

|  Under  1  week.  j 

•  |  1-2  weeks. 

|  |  2-3  weeks. 
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Gastritis  ...  ... 

Syphilis  ...  ... 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

Injury  at  Birth 
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L  Congenital  Malformations 

<  Premature  Birth 
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Other  Causes... 
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Totals 

3 

3 

3  1 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  j  “ 


\  Legitimate  infants  7. 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  }  Illegitimate  infants  0. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1914, 

FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  EAST  BARNET  VALLEY, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection 

with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


I. -INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS^  WORKPLACES 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

F ectopics  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 
Workplaces  . 

Total  ...  ...  ••• 

1  3 

3 

— 

2. -DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 
of  Prose- 

Particulars. 

Referred  to 

Found. 

Remedied. 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

cutions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts: — * 

3 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

' 

Other  (  Defective  drains  ... 
nuisances  1  Animals  kept 

— 

— 

— 

.  insufficient 

— 

— • 

Sanitary  J  unsuitable  or 
accommo-  i  defective 

— 

dation  (  not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 

ground  bakehouse  (S.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 

quirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100) 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

- - 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 

outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total 

3 

3  i 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3.  HOME  WORK. 


Outworkers’  Lists*  (S.  107) : — 

Lists  received  from  other  Councils  : — 

Wearing  Apparel  — (1)  making,  &c .  3 

Outworkers— Workmen  .  2 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

. 

Number. 

Bakeries  . 

8 

[ 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery 

11 

Important  classes  of 

Joinery  . 

7 

workshops,  such  as  I 

Laundries  . 

9 

workshop  bakehouses 

Cycle  and  Ironworks 

8 

may  be  enumerated 

Miscellaneous  (Upholstery, 

here. 

Coachbuilding,  Photo- 

graphy,  Boots,  etc.) 

U 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

57 

5. 

OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  — 

* 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop  Act  (S.  133). 

•  ••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Action  taken  in  matters 

referred  by  H.M.  In- 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

1 

spector  as  remediable 

under  the  *  Public- 

Health  Acts,  but  not 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

under  the  Factory  and 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

1 

Workshop  Act  (S.  5). 

Other  . 

•  ••  •••  •  •  •  •  *>  • 

•  •  • 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ...  . 

•  •  • 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  . 

•  •  • 

*  The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures  required 
in  the  Table  are  then  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 


Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Report  for  1914. 


Me.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Engineer’s 
and  Surveyor’s  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December 
1914. 

Water  Supply. 

The  absence  of  any  complaint  whatever  respecting  the  water 
supply  of  the  District  is  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  provision  is 
ample,  and  that  the  Barnet  and  District  Gas  and  Water  Company 
continue  their  efforts  to  maintain  their  works  and  to  provide  new 
sources  of  supply  in  order  to  adequately  meet  the  increasing 
demands  of  the  District. 


Sewag’e  Disposal. 

The  treatment  of  sewage  on  the  Farm  continues  to  be  on 
the  whole  satisfactory. 

One  sample  taken  by  the  Lee  Conservancy,  not  coming  up 
to  the  standard  required  by  them,  occasioned  some  correspondence 
and  negotiation  between  the  District  Council  and  the  Conservancy 
Board,  resulting  in  the  Council  at  once  putting  in  hand  the 
construction  of  the  two  further  percolating  filters  referred  to  in 
my  last  annual  report.  Further  contention  with  the  Conservancy 
Board  was  thus  avoided,  and  the  Council  will  very  shortly  have 
in  operation  a  battery  of  8  percolating  filters,  each  71  feet  in 
diameter  and  6  feet  in  depth. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  excessive  rainfall  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year  caused  the  filters  to  be  overworked,  and 
contributed  to  the  deterioration  of  the  resulting  effluent.  The 
rainfall,  as  recorded  at  the  Gas  Company’s  Works  in  February 
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and  March,  amounted  to  just  over  8  inches,  or  about  one  third 
of  the  average  rainfall  for  a  year. 

The  analyses  of  samples  of  effluent  taken  later  in  the  year, 
when  the  rainfall  was  less,  showed  a  very  marked  improvement, 
notwithstanding  that  the  additional  filters  were  not  in  operation, 
and  no  change  of  treatment  of  the  sewage  discharged  on  to  the 
Farm  being  in  the  meantime  possible. 

The  sale  of  crops  again  produced  good  results  on  the  whole. 

Development  of  District. 

The  diversion  of  a  watercourse  and  construction  of  culvert 
at  Betstyle  Estate,  to  enable  two  new  roads  to  be  laid  out,  have 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  building  operations  are  in 
rapid  progress. 

No  further  development  of  the  District  is  at  present 
indicated. 

Provision  of  Dwelling's  for  the  Working  Classes. 

The  Committee  entrusted  with  this  matter  has  been 
energetic  in  its  endeavours  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
District. 

The  Council  having  authorised  them  to  prepare  a  scheme  for 
the  construction  in  the  first  instance  of  25  houses,  the  Committee 
inspected  several  sites,  but  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  suitable 
site  for  this  number  of  houses  presented  itself.  The  site  which 
seems  to  find  most  favour  contains  about  6^  acres,  and  although 
it  is  suggested  that  a  portion  should  be  allocated  for  the  purpose 
of  a  children’s  playground,  the  problem  is  a  difficult  one. 

Slab  paving  and  Tar  paved  paths. 

At  the  request  of  the  Council  a  Sub-Qomruictee  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  slab  paving  of  footpaths 
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throughout  the  District.  A  preliminary  schedule  of  paths 
suggested  to  be  paved  was  prepared,  also  an  estimate  amounting 
to  £6,332,  the  cost  of  the  proposed  works. 

The  Sub-Committee  inspected  many  of  the  paths  in  the 
District  in  October.  They  did  not,  however,  recommend  the 
raising  of  a  loan  at  that  time,  owing  to  the  war,  and  suggested 
that  the  Council  should  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  scheme, 
and  advised  that  the  tar  paved  paths  should  be  preserved  as  far 
as  possible  with  a  facing  of  tar  and  limestone  dust. 

A  large  number  of  the  footpaths  had  been  so  faced  during  the 
summer  with  considerable  advantage. 

The  total  area  of  footpaths  treated  with  tar  and  limestone 
dust  or  tar  and  sand  was  16,423  square  yards,  representing  a 
length  of  footpath  of  over  5  miles. 

The  cost  of  treating  the  footpaths  amounted  to  l*79d  per 
square  yard. 

Where  paths  have  not  been  allowed  to  deteriorate  too 
greatly  the  result  of  this  work  is  most  effective. 

A  great  deal  of  the  defective  condition  of  the  paths  and 
kerbs  in  this  District  is  due  to  movements  of  the  soil  caused  by 
the  spread  of  roots  of  trees  growing  in  the  forecourts  of  houses, 
to  trenches  dug  in  the  paths,  also  to  displacement  by  exceptionally 
heavy  traffic.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for  a  heavy  traction 
engine  with  trailers,  bringing  materials  for  building,  to  pass  along 
purely  residential  side  roads.  The  detrimental  effect  of  such 
traffic  on  roads  not  calculated  to  bear  such  weights  is  most 
serious.  The  beauty  of  the  District,  which  is  acknowledged  by 
all  visitors  in  the  summer  time,  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
luxuriance  and  variety  of  the  trees  growing  on  most  of  the 
gardens,  and  if  that  beauty  is  to  be  preserved  it  seems  inevitable 
that  the  regularity  of  line  and  level  of  the  kerbs  and  paths  must 
be  from  time  to  time  disturbed. 
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Tarring  Roads  and  Road  Maintenance. 

The  early  part  of  the  season  was  very  favourable  for  the 
surfacing  of  roads  with  tar,  and  the  work  in  consequence 
progressed  most  satisfactorily. 

The  extent  of  road  tarred  was  increased  over  that  of  former 
years  by  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

The  beneficial  results  of  road  tarring  in  the  matter  of 
preventing  dust  are  beginning  to  be  much  appreciated  by  rate¬ 
payers,  many  of  whom  who  were  at  first  opposed  to  the  appearance 
of  the  tarred  roads  in  residential  areas  having  since  expressed 
their  satisfaction  at  the  great  reduction  of  dust  in  the  summer. 

On  many  of  the  roads  the  beneficial  results  extend  beyond 
the  reduction  of  dust.  The  preservation  of  the  roads  from 
damage  by  traffic,  and  the  protection  of  the  surface  from 
deterioration  by  rain,  and  by  water  formerly  used  to  prevent 
dust,  will  eventually  be  found  to  be  considerable. 

Where  the  traffic  is  light,  and  not  of  a  high  speed,  the  effects 
of  tarring  will  last  well  into  the  second  season,  but  this  District 
being  within  the  London  suburban  area  there  are  very  few  roads 
which  are  free  from  the  damaging  effect  of  heavy  and  rapid  motor 
traffic. 

One  result  of  the  heavy  motor  traffic  particularly  noticeable 
in  this  District  has  been  the  rapid  destruction  of  the  roads  at  the 
corners  of  streets.  So  severely  have  many  of  the  roads  been 
punished  at  these  spots  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  lay 
several  courses  of  granite  setts,  extendiug  from  the  rounded 
corners  of  the  kerbs  into  the  road,  at  most  of  the  junctions  of 
streets. 

The  general  increase  of  traffic  in  the  District  is  distinctly 
noticeable,  and  although  the  increase  of  local  population  may  not 
be  so  marked,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  greater  facilities  for 
reaching  London  provided  within  the  last  few  years  has  resulted 
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in  greatly  increased  inter-communication  for  purposes  of  both 
business  and  pleasure. 

As  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  an  item  of  serious  importance 
in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  roads  is  the  large  number  o^ 
trenches  which  have  to  be  cut  in  a  suburban  District  such  as 
this. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  so  restore  a  trench  that  further 
settlement  is  prevented,  and  the  clay  soil  of  this  District  is 
particularly  susceptible  to  atmospheric  influence,  with  the  result 
that  settlements  frequently  occur  long  after  the  legal  period  of 
maintenance  by  the  person  making  the  trench  has  expired. 

The  number  of  trenches  opened,  of  which  notices  were  given, 
during  the  year  was  316  : 

By  Public  Companies  ...  270 

By  Private  Individuals  ...  46 

Several  of  these  trenches  were  of  considerable  length,  and  com¬ 
prehended  many  streets. 

These  numbers  do  not  include  trenches  opened  in  connection 
with  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  nor  trenches  made  by  the 
Council’s  own  workmen  for  the  repair  or  construction  of  sewers 
and  surface  water  drains. 

The  maintenance  of  highways  has  now  become  so  important 
a  feature  of  the  work  entrusted  to  Municipal  Authorities  that  it 
is  most  unfortunate  that  the  legislature  should  have  relegated  to 
the  soil  under  highways  every  kind  of  public  utility  service,  thus 
entailing  the  cutting  up  and  destruction  of  roads  which  are  now 
some  of  the  most  essential  aids  to  the  commercial  welfare  of  the 
kingdom. 

Motor  Speed  Limit. 

After  an  inquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board  a  speed 
limit  of  ten  miles  per  hour  was  sanctioned  between  the  Council 
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Offices,  in  Station  Road,  and  fifty  yards  past  the  junction  of 
Margaret  Road  with  East  Barnet  Road. 

Making  up  Private  Streets. 

The  apportionment  of  the  cost  of  making  up  the  following 
streets  was  as  under  : 


Name. 

Total  cost  of 
works  and  expense 
chargeable  to  frontagers. 

Apportionment 
per  foot  of 
frontage. 

£  s 

d 

s  d 

Alverstone  Avenue 

894  4 

8 

16  4 

Rosslyn  Avenue 

578  17 

0 

13  5  . 

Oakhurst  Avenue 

932  1 

8 

13  1| 

Cromer  Road 

540  15 

1 

12  11| 

Works  of  sewerage,  already  provided  in  the  other  roads,  were 
required  in  Alverstone  Avenue,  which  accounts  for  the  difference 
in  cost  per  foot  frontage. 

Lyonsdown  Avenue. 

Notices  were  prepared  and  served  upon  the  owners  to  make 
up  this  road,  but  were  not  acted  upon,  and  the  Council  deferred 
taking  steps  to  execute  the  works  until  a  settlement  had  been 
come  to  regarding  a  proposal  to  reduce  the  gradient  of  Long 
Street,  into  which  Lyonsdown  Avenue  debouches,  as  that  work 
would  affect  the  work  required  to  be  done  in  Lyonsdown  Avenue. 

Street  Lighting. 

The  benefits  of  the  improvement  in  Street  Lighting  secured 
by  the  new  contracts  referred  to  in  my  last  report  were  being 
looked  forward  to  during  the  autumn  evenings,  which  is  the  time 
when  the  streets  appear  to  be  darkest,  when  the  war  broke  out, 
and  by  the  directions  of  the  Admiralty  the  street  lighting  was 
very  considerably  diminished.  Throughout  the  winter  the  streets 
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have  been  very  dark  indeed,  but  so  far  as  is  known  no  mishaps 
occurred  in  consequence,  and  the  public  have,  on  the  whole, 
accepted  the  reduced  lighting  without  complaint.  The  companies 
supplying  gas  and  electric  light  have  each  made  very  fair 
allowances  in  their  charge  for  the  reduction  in  lighting. 

At  the  request  of  the  Admiralty  arrangements  were  made  in 
co-operation  with  the  Companies  concerned  for  the  prompt 
extinguishing  of  all  street  lamps  upon  a  given  signal  in  case  of 
aerial  invasion,  but  this  arrangement  was  at  the  request  of  the 
Admiralty  terminated  near  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  new  lamps  were  erected  during  the  year : — 

1  in  Warwick  Avenue. 

8  in  the  public  footpath  through  the  fields  between 
Potters  Road  and  the  top  of  Barnet  Hill. 

4  in  Church  Hill  Road  and  Brunswick  Park  Road. 

There  would  have  been  8  more  lamps  put  up  in  these  last 
mentioned  Roads,  and  the  standards  and  lanterns  were  purchased 
for  them,  but  owing  to  the  necessity  for  reduction  in  lighting 
their  erection  was  postponed. 

Road  Improvements. 

A  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  Long  Street  and  the 
reduction  of  its  gradient  was  prepared,  but  was  considered  too 
expensive  to  be  undertaken. 

Negotiations  were  however  opened  with  the  owners  of  land 
at  the  north-western  corner  of  Long  Street,  with  the  view  to  a 
modified  improvement  being  carried  out,  but  very  little  progress 
had  been  made  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Sewers* 

The  re-construction  of  the  sewer  in  Station  Road  between 
Plantagenet  Road  and  Warwick  Road  was  completed. 
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A  new  sewer  was  constructed  in  Bussell  Lane,  to  receive  the 
drainage  of  several  new  houses  which  have  been  built  there. 

The  culvert  which  brings  surface  water  from  Friern  Barnet, 
and  which  runs  across  land  of  the  Great  Northern  London 
Cemetery  Company,  and  then  close  to  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  Council’s  Irrigation  Farm,  became  choked  and  subsequently 
collapsed  in  two  places,  causing  flooding  of  the  Cemetery 
Company’s  land,  and  overflowing  on  to  Brunswick  Park  Road, 
inconveniencing  traffic  and  damaging  the  surface  of  the  road.  It 
is  a  question  as  to  who  is  responsible  for  the  repair  of  this 
culvert,  and  the  matter  is  being  investigated. 

Main  Trunk  Roads.— Resurfacing  Scheme. 

Various  particulars  and  estimates  were  prepared  in  anticipation 
of  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  resurfacing  of  Main  Trunk  roads  in 
the  County.  The  estimate  for  the  portion  of  road  in  this 
District  amounted  to  £7,295  17s  Od. 

Nothing  further  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 

Arterial  Roads  in  Greater  London. 

Several  conferences  relative  to  this  matter  were  attended, 
and  the  whole  scheme  considered  by  the  Council. 

It  was  not  considered  necessary  for  any  new  arterial  road  to 
be  constructed,  or  for  any  existing  road  in  this  District  to  be 
improved.  The  matter  is,  however,  under  the  consideration  of  a 
Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Conference. 

Classification  of  Roads. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  for  obtaining  all  the  particulars 
regarding  the  Government’s  proposal  for  the  classification  of 
roads  when  the  war  broke  out,  and  the  scheme  was  postponed. 
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Public  Conveniences. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  temporary  conveniences  to  be 
erected  during  Barnet  Fair,  as  in  former  years. 

The  Council,  after  considerable  trouble,  obtained  sites  for  two 
permanent  conveniences,  one  at  the  corner  of  Leicester  Road  and 
Great  North  Road,  and  the  other  in  East  Barnet  Road,  near  the 
Railway  Arch,  and  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  erection  of 
the  necessary  buildings,  the  cost  of  which  amounted  to  £369  for 
the  two  structures.  Each  convenience  coutains  3  urinais  for  men  , 
1  W.C.  for  men,  and  1  W.C.  for  women. 

During  the  short  time  this  year  that  they  have  been  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public,  their  extensive  use  has  shown  that  there  was 
a  very  real  need  for  them  in  the  District. 

Allotments  at  Cat  Hill. 

These  allotments  are  steadily  being  taken  up  by  the  working 
class  inhabitants  of  the  District,  and  only  a  few  now  remain  unlet, 
these  being  at  the  remote  end  of  the  ground. 

Applicants  frequently  prefer  to  wait  until  a  vacancy  occurs 
in  a  cultivated  plot,  rather  than  rent  a  plot  far  from  the  entrance 
gate. 

The  number  of  tool  sheds  which  the  Council  has  erected  to 
be  rented  by  the  Allotment  holders  is  now  38.  Further  sheds 
have  been  applied  for,  but  owing  to  the  great  increase  in  cost  in 
consequence  of  the  war  the  Council  has  decided  to  erect  no 
more  sheds  at  present. 

Allotments  at  Farm. 

All  the  Allotments  at  the  Farm  are  let,  and  more  could  be 
let  if  land  were  available. 
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House  Refuse. 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained, 
together  with  a  daily  collection  from  shops  and  business 
premises. 

The  disposal  of  this  refuse  is  a  problem  which  will  shortly 
demand  the  attention  of  the  Council.  The  present  method  of 
dumping  it  on  to  the  Irrigation  Farm  in  a  large  heap  to  decay  and 
smoulder  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  apart  from  the  insanitary 
aspect  of  the  process,  the  quantity  is  becoming  greater  year  by 
year,  so  that  there  is  increased  difficulty  in  disposing  of  it  on  the 
land. 

Fire  Brigade. 

During  the  year  the  Fire  Brigade  was  called  out  on  14 
occasions. 

Of  these  5  occasions  were  by  false  alarms,  or  accidental 
contact  of  wires  of  electric  alarm  posts. 

2  Fires  were  outside  the  District  of  the  Council. 

7  Fires  were  within  the  District. 

The  fires  within  the  District  were  mostly  of  quite  small 
proportions,  and  in  a  few  cases  consisted  of  hedges  and  trees 
having  been  set  alight  by  mischievous  persons. 

One  of  the  firemen  was  called  to  join  His  Majesty’s  Forces, 
being  an  army  reservist. 

The  practising  stage  was  duly  completed,  and  found  very 
useful  for  its  purpose. 

A  bicycle  fitted  with  carrier  for  carrying  a  hand  pump  was 
provided  at  the  Fire  Station,  and  has  been  found  very  useful  in 
enabling  a  fireman  to  get  away  at  the  earliest  moment  and 
attack  a  fire  as  soon  as  possible.  Every  fireman  can  ride  a 
bicycle,  so  that  the  machine  is  available  for  the  first  man  who 
gets  the  call. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1901. 


The  Fire  Brigade  Committee  considered  and  reported  on  the 
means  for  escape  in  case  of  fire,  to  be  provided  at  a  large  new 
Factory  about  to  be  erected  in  the  District. 

Rates. 

The  rates  and  rateable  value  are  as  follows  : 


Rate 

made 

Rateable 

Year. 

April. 

Oct 

ober. 

Value. 

s 

d 

s 

d 

£ 

1894 

2 

3 

1 

11 

46,953 

1895 

1 

10 

1 

10 

50,953 

1896 

1 

10 

1 

9 

51,193 

1897 

1 

8 

1 

8 

51,940 

1898 

1 

8 

1 

8 

53,804 

1899 

1 

10 

1 

8 

55,404 

1900 

1 

8 

1 

9 

58,852 

1901 

1 

9 

1 

1L 

61,183 

1902 

1 

9 

1 

11 

61,238 

1903 

1 

10 

1 

11 

66,068 

1904 

1 

9 

1 

10 

68,619 

1905 

1 

9 

1 

9 

69,882 

1906 

1 

9  v 

1 

11 

77,708 

1907 

1 

10 

1 

10 

78,880 

1908 

1 

9 

1 

9 

82,556 

1909 

1 

10 

1 

10 

84,377 

1910 

1 

9 

2 

0 

85,895 

1911 

1 

8 

1 

8 

87,278 

1912 

1 

8 

1 

8 

91,717 

1913 

1 

7 

a 

7 

92,505 

1914 

1 

6 

i 

6 

92,104 

The  reduction  in  rateable  value  is  due  to  successful  appeals 
being  made  against  the  recent  revaluation  of  part  of  the  District. 

Bye-Laws. 

The  revision  of  the  Bye-Laws  was  completed,  and  they  are 
now  before  the  Local  Government  Board  awaiting  their 
observations  on  the  proposals  of  the  Council, 
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Baths. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  Swimming  Bath  has  again 
been  in  abeyanee. 

The  stationing  of  a  large  number  of  troops  in  the  District 
gave  practical  evidence  of  the  desirability  of  some  public  baths 
being  established. 

Recreation  Ground. 

The  land  at  the  rear  of  Victoria  Road  and  Park  Road  was 
acquired  for  the  purposes  of  a  Recreation  Ground,  and  schemes 
for  laying  it  out  have  been  considered  by  the  Committee. 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act  1899. 

One  dwelling  was  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
during  the  year. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  preliminaries  to  an  advance  on 
mortgage  being  made  under  the  Act  take  so  much  time  as  they 
do.  The  ordinary  working  man  who  desires  to  purchase  his 
house  usually  requires  an  advanco  to  be  made  in  the  shortest 
possible  time,  and  until  the  proceedings  under  this  Act  can  be 
considerably  shortened,  I  fear  it  will  never  become  popular. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  YORK,  A.M.Inst.C.E.,  F.S.I.,  &c., 

Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Report  of  Building  Surveyor  for  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  plans  for  new  buildings  and  other  works 
submitted  to  the  Council  during  the  year  is  39,  as  compared  with 
41  during  1913.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  represented  by 
these  plans  was,  however,  in  excess  of  the  number  of  1913  by  89. 

Number  of  plans  approved  27 
,,  ,,  disapproved  12 

Total  39 

The  total  number  of  buildings  of  all  kinds  represented  by 


above  plans  is  as  follows : 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Submitted. 

Approved. 

Disapproved 

Dwelling  Houses 

128 

128 

— 

Buildings,  &c.,  other  tham 
dwellings,  including 
public  buildings,  trade 

on 

14 

12 

buildings,  additions  to 

dwellings,  temporary! 
structures,  &c.  ...j 

Total  ...  154  142  12 

It  will  be  noticed  that  all  the  plans  for  dwelling  houses 
submitted  to  the  Council  during  the  year  were  approved.  This, 
however,  was  only  effected  after  some  of  the  plans  had  previously 
been  disapproved  and  subsequently  amended. 

The  actual  number  of  dwelling  houses  approved  was  128, 
being  106  more  than  that  for  1913.  This  increase  is  accounted 
for  by  the  plans  submitted  by  the  Alliance  Estates  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Company  for  100  dwelling  houses  situate  at  the  New 
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Southgate  end  of  the  Council’s  district.  Apart  from  this  the 
increase  over  1913  would  have  amounted  to  6  houses  only. 

In  reference  to  plans  for  buildings  other  than  dwelling 
houses,  26  plans  were  received,  of  which  14  were  approved  and 
12  disapproved. 

The  following  particulars  will  show  the  building  activity  (as 
represented  by  deposited  plans)  in  the  various  parishes  of  the 
Urban  District  for  the  years  1912,  1913,  and  1914  : — 


Parish. 

Dwelling 

Houses. 

Trade  &  other  Buildings 

Temporary 

Buildings 

Licensed. 

1912  1913  1914 

Approved. 
1912  1913  1914 

Disappi 

1912  1913 

’d. 

1914 

Approved. 

1912  1913  1914 

Disappr’d. 

1912  1913  1914 

East  Barnet 

16 

13 

122 

17 

13 

11 

11 

9 

5 

9 

' 

3 

3 

9 

Barnet  Vale 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

4 

5 

2 

3 

2 

2 

Monken  Hadley 

1 

8 

4 

. 

— 

10 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

25 

22 

128 

17 

1 26 

18 

14 

15 

11 

12 

7 

6 

12 

Temporary  Buildings  Licensed. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  whole  of  the  plans  for  buildings 
other  than  dwelling  houses,  which  were  disapproved  as  permanent 
buildings  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  in  accordance  with 
the  bye-laws,  were  subsequently  granted  licences  as  temporary 
structures  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act  1907.  The  Council  has  control  over  these 
buildings,  inasmuch  as  the  licenses  expire  on  31st  March 
annually,  and  the  renewal  of  same  is  at  discretion  of  the  Council. 

New  Houses  Completed. 

The  number  of  new  dwelling  houses  completed  during  the 
year,  or  certified  for  occupation,  is  44.  The  parishes  in  which 
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these  houses  have  been  erected  are  shown  in  the  accompanying 
table,  together  with  the  number  of  houses  built  in  each  during 
the  past  three  years. 


Parish. 

Houses  erected  in 

1912 

1913 

1914 

East  Barnet 

8 

12 

32 

Barnet  Vale 

4 

4 

4 

Monken  Hadley 

• 

3 

8 

Totals 

12 

19 

1  44 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  there  was  an  increase  of 
27  in  the  number  of  houses  completed  in  1914  as  compared  with 
1913.  Several  additional  houses  were  also  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year,  while  a  number  of  houses,  of 
which  plans  had  been  approved,  had  not  been  proceeded  with. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Workmen’s  Dwellings. 

On  26th  July  1914  the  Council  by  resolution  instructed  the 
Housing  Committee  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  erection,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  25  houses. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
Committee,  I  have  prepared  schemes  for  the  development  of  the 
land  in  East  Barnet  known  as  the  Long  Street  site,  and 
submitted  same  to  the  Committee,  together  with  plans  of  various 
types  of  houses,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  these  were  still  under 
consideration. 
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Bye-Laws. 

Further  progress  has  now  been  made  toward  securing  revised 
Bye-Laws  regulating  new  streets  and  buildings  in  the  Council’s 
District.  The  revisions  as  suggested  by  the  Bye-Laws  Committee 
and  authorised  by  the  Council  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  following  upon  their  further  revision 
a  conference  took  place  at  Whitehall  between  officers  of  the  Board 
and  of  the  District  Council,  as  the  result  of  which  many  points  of 
difference  were  settled,  and  at  the  date  of  publication  of  this 
report  the  revision  of  the  Bye-Laws,  so  far  as  the  Council  is 
concerned,  may  be  regarded  as  completed,  and  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  the  Bye-Laws  as  revised  is  being 
awaited. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  J.  ABBOTT,  P.A.S.I.,  &c., 

Building  Surveyor. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  the  Sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  my  department,  and  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  again 
report  that  the  whole  of  the  work  executed  during  1914,  of  which 
particulars  are  given  in  the  following  pages,  has  been  carried  out 
without  having  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings,  and  that  in  the  g*eat 
majority  of  cases  an  intimation  to  the  owners  of  the  existence,  on 
specified  premises,  of  certain  nuisances,  with  a  request  to  execute 
the  remedial  works,  of  which  particulars  are  invariably  given,  has 
been  sufficient  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  improve¬ 
ments. 

Only  five  statutory  notices  have  had  to  be  served  throughout 
the  year,  out  of  a  total  of  120  notices  of  various  kinds. 

Having  regard  to  the  great  amount  of  work  carried  out  in  the 
district,  resulting  from  the  system  of  house  to  house  inspection,  I 
consider  the  fact  that  so  few  statutory  notices  have  been  necessary 
reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  owners  of  property,  and  reveals 
a  readiness  on  their  part  to  co-operate  with  the  Sanitary  Authority 
in  improving  the  housing  conditions  of  the  District,  in  accordance 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  which  the  Council  are  administering,  and 
I  most  readily  recognise  and  appreciate  this  consideration  of 
owners,  as  it  frequently  happens  that  necessary  expenditure 
on  the  improvement  of  property  comes  upon  them  at  inopportune 
times,  and  upon  those  ill  prepared  to  meet  unexpected  outlays. 
Duties,  however,  which  are  never  pleasant,  are  rendered  less  irksome 
when  owners  meet  the  circumstances  with  reasonableness  and  an 
effort  to  comply  with  requirements  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  I 
am  convinced  the  Council  fully  appreciate  the  general  attitude  of 
owners  toward  the  matter,  and  the  absence  of  litigation  in  adminis- 
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tering  an  Act  which  of  necessity  affects  a  very  large  number  of 
persons. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked,  in  considering  this  report,  that  for 
five  out  of  the  twelve  months  the  work  has  been  carried  on  under 
the  cloud  of  war,  in  which  this  country  is  engaged,  which  has 
seriously  affected  the  financial  resources  of  many  owners,  in  addition 
to  which  the  cost  of  carrying  out  remedial  works  during  this  period 
has  been  much  higher  than  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
previous  years. 

The  Council  have  given  consideration  to  these  circumstances, 
with  the  result  that  the  systematic  inspections,  which  were 
temporarily  suspended  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  have 
been  resumed,  and  since  proceeded  with,  as  usual,  the  Committee 
being  given  authority  to  exercise  its  discretion  as  to  the  postpone¬ 
ment  of  works,  or  extension  of  time  in  which  to  execute  same,  in  all 
cases  in  which  representations  may  be  made  of  inability  to  comply 
with  notices  within  the  prescribed  period.  This  has  been  taken 
advantage  of  in  a  few  cases,  but  in  most  instances  the  works  have 
been  carried  out  without  undue  delay. 

The  procedure  of  the  Council  in  this  matter  is  similar  to  that 
adopted  in  many  other  districts,  and  while  providing  for  special 
circumstances  is  likely  to  keep  the  work  of  improving  the  housing 
conditions  proceeding  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  normal  rate. 

The  same  high  standard  of  work  has  been  insisted  on  as  in 
previous  years,  so  that  the  improvements  effected  are  of  lasting 
character,  and  while  the  effect  of  same  on  the  health  and  general 
convenience  of  the  occupiers  must  be  considerable,  the  increase 
also  in  the  value  of  premises  dealt  with  is  in  many  instances 
considerable.  From  an  economic  point  of  view  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  improvements  effected  have  in  many  instances  resulted  in 
an  increased  rent  for  the  occupiers,  which  is  unfortunate  in  a 
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district  in  which  rents  are  already  sufficiently  high  to  be  met  out  of 
working  class  incomes. 

The  total  number  of  written  notices  issued  during  the  year  has 
been  120  (seven  less  than  in  1913),  affecting  189  houses  and 
premises,  and  of  these  115  were  the  usual  preliminaiy  notices,  the 
remaining  five  being  statutory  notices.  As  usual,  many  properties 
have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  without  even  the  issue  of  a 
preliminary  notice.  There  are  a  variety  of  ways  in  which  an 
Inspector  becomes  acquainted  with  conditions  requiring  attention, 
and  there  are  also  various  methods  of  getting  defects  put  right 
quickly  and  effectually.  The  choice  of  the  best  method  in 
particular  cases  affords  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  tact  and 
discretion.  Formal  notices  are  not  alwavs  the  most  successful. 
It  is  often  found  that  a  courteous  letter,  or  a  personal  interview,  is 
much  more  appreciated  and  more  effective  than  a  purely  official 
communication.  On  these  lines  about  50  properties  have  been 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  in  eleven  of  which  total  reconstruction 
of  the  drainage  system  has  been  carried  out,  and  partial  reconstruction 
on  a  further  eight.  The  total  number  of  premises  dealt  with  during 
the  year  is  therefore  239. 

Summary  of  Statistics. 

I  append  to  this  report  a  summary  of  statistics  relating  to  the 
sanitary  work  effected  in  the  District,  in  the  form  prepared  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  co-ordinating  the  records 
throughout  the  county.  The  information  desired  has  been  supplied 
as  fully  as  possible,  but  in  some  instances  the  items  are  not 
applicable  to  an  Urban  District. 

Public  Health  Legislation. 

The  work  of  my  department  has  proceeded  along  the  usual 
lines  during  the  year,  and  resolves  itself  into  several  main  features, 
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viz.,  (a)  inspecting  houses  in  routine,  (b)  inspecting  premises  on 
complaint,  or  for  special  purposes,  as  after  infectious  diseases,  (c) 
inspections  for  supervision  of  works  in  hand  to  comply  with  notices, 
(d)  examining  and  reporting  on  sanitary  conditions  of  premises  on 
behalf  of  owners  or  prospective  tenants,  (e)  inspections  under 
Factory  and  Worshops  Acts,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Regulations,  Slaughter  Houses,  &c. 

Housing’  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

The  house  to  house  inspection  of  the  District,  under  these 
Regulations,  has  been  proceeded  with  throughout  the  year,  except 
for  the  temporary  suspension  previously  referred  to.  The  rate  of 
progress  has  been  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  the 
number  of  houses  inspected  being  196,  as  against  195  in  1913. 


The  following  figures  will  show  the  number  of  houses  inspected 
in  each  year  since  the  work  commenced,  together  with  the  number 
in  respect  of  which  notices  have  been  issued,  viz. — 


Year. 

No,  of  Houses 
Inspected. 

No.  of  Houses 
requiring  fssue 
of  notices. 

No.  provided  with 
new  drainage 
systems. 

No.  partially 
redrained. 

1 9 1 1 

148 

140 

39 

42 

1912 

159 

140 

60 

40 

19*3 

J95 

1 75 

109 

34 

1914 

196 

177 

56 

37 

Total 

698 

632 

264 

T53 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  have  had  to  be  issued  is  very  high,  being  over  ninety 
per  cent,  of  the  total  houses  examined.  The  defects  on  these 
properties  were  of  a  very  varied  character,  and  were  scheduled  under 
the  special  headings  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 
In  the  case  of  one  heading  alone,  that  of  drainage,  it  will  be  noticed 
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that  417  properties  were  found  very  defective,  of  which  264  have 
been  provided  with  entirely  new  drainage  systems,  and  153  systems 
were  partially  reconstructed. 


Clerical  Assistance. 

The  increasing  difficulty  of  effectually  coping  with  the  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  clerical  work  involved  in  the  carrying  out  of  these 
inspections,  keeping  records,  issuing  notices,  conducting  corres¬ 
pondence,  etc.,  without  unduly  encroaching  upon  time  required  for 
outside  work  in  maintaining  the  rate  of  inspection,  and  supervising 
the  large  number  of  works  in  hand,  constrained  me,  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  to  ask  the  Council  to  provide  me  with  clerical  assistance, 
which  I  am  glad  to  say  was  most  readily  granted. 

District  Inspected. 

During  the  year  a  completion  has  been  made  of  the  inspection 
of  properties  in  Margaret  Road,  and  considerable  progress  made 
with  East  Barnet  Road.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council 
resolved  that  an  inspection  be  made  of  the  whole  of  the  properties 
in  Fergusson  Road,  which  was  accordingly  proceeded  with.  Special 
circumstances  also  necessitated  my  inspecting  houses  in  Lytton  Road 
and  East  Barnet  Village.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the 
number  and  locality  of  inspections  during  1914 


Margaret  Road 

17 

East  Barnet  Road 

140 

East  Barnet  Village  ... 

...  2 

Lytton  Road 

12 

Fergusson  Road 

25 

Total  196 

38 

Margaret  Road. 


The  17  houses  in  this  road  were  those  situate  on  the  South 
side,  between  Victoria  and  East  Barnet  Roads.  Some  of  the  houses 
are  old,  while  several  are  of  more  modern  construction.  The  older 
ones  required  to  be  redrained,  and  various  defects  were  found  on 
the  others. 

In  this  road  the  most  notable  improvement  effected  during  the 
year  has  been  in  respect  of 

Vernon  Terrace. 

This  terrace  comprises  16  houses,  most  of  which  are  let  to  two 
families.  Ten  of  the  W.Cs.  have  been  taken  down  and  rebuilt,  old 
storage  tanks  for  domestic  water,  forming  roofs  of  W.Cs.,  have  been 
abolished,  and  new  galvanised  iron  tanks  provided.  A  new  system 
of  drains  has  been  constructed  to  six  of  the  houses  (making  12 
redrained  out  of  t6) ;  several  of  the  ground  floors  have  been  taken 
up,  soil  under  same  excavated,  and  area  ventilated  ;  back  yards  and 
front  paths  provided  with  impervious  paving,  dampness  remedied, 
roofs  repaired,  and  interiors  thoroughly  stripped,  cleansed,  and 
renovated.  The  effect  of  the  work  has  been  to  greatly  improve  the 
condition  of  the  whole  terrace. 

East  Barnet  Road. 

The  inspections  in  this  road  began  at  the  South  end,  at  its 
junction  with  Crescent  Road  and  Long  Street,  and  proceeded  on 
the  East  side,  which  was  completed,  and  returned  for  some  distance 
on  the  West  side.  Various  classes  of  property  were  encountered, 
including  flats,  semi-detached  houses,  cottages  converted  into  shops 
and  dwellings,  and  modern  commodious  business  premises.  The 
defects  discovered  have  not  been  so  serious  or  numerous  as  in  other 
roads,  although  the  percentage  of  houses  requiring  sanitary  improve- 
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ment  has  been  high.  The  number  of  houses  redrained  in  this  road 
during  the  year  is  25,  in  addition  to  14  of  which  the  drainage  system 
was  partially  reconstructed. 

East  Barnet  Village. 

Two  cottages,  known  as  Nos.  1  and  2  Park  View,  came 
specially  under  my  notice  during  the  year,  and  were  found  to  be  in 
such  an  insanitary  condition  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  representations  were  accordingly  made  by  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Inspector  with  a  view  to  a  Closing  Order  being  issued. 
Portions  of  the  walls  of  the  cottages  were  of  woodwork,  the  ground 
floor  was  below  the  level  %f  the  street,  walls  very  wet,  floors  rotten, 
interior  dilapidated,  and  sanitary  accommodation  and  yard  space 
very  unsatisfactory.  The  two  bedrooms  on  first  floor  were  very  low, 
the  back  room  of  one  house  being  8  feet  square,  and  5  feet  7  inches 
high  from  floor  to  ceiling.  The  doorway  into  front  bedroom  only 
measured  4  feet  4^  inches  in  height.  Closing  Orders  were  made  in 
respect  of  these  houses  in  December. 

Lytton  Road. 

Investigations  made  after  a  case  of  infectious  disease  resulted 
in  serious  defects  being  discovered  on  a  number  of  premises, 
rendering  it  desirable  to  make  a  complete  inspection  of  the  whole  of 
a  terrace  of  twelve  houses,  which  was  accordingly  carried  out, 
resulting  in  the  drainage  system  of  the  terrace  being  found  very 
defective,  W.C.  accommodation  unsatisfactory,  yards  without  proper 
or  sufficient  paving,  insufficient  light  and  ventilation  in  sculleries, 
and  method  of  storing  water  for  domestic  purposes  unsuitable, 
dampness  in  walls,  and  other  defects.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
negotiations  were  being  proceeded  with  to  secure  the  construction 
of  an  entirely  new  system  of  drainage  for  the  twelve  houses. 
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rebuilding  the  W.Cs.,  and  remedying  other  defects  of  which  notice 
had  been  given. 


Fergusson  Road. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  only  a  portion  of  this  road  had  been 
inspected.  It  has,  however,  since  been  completed,  and  early  in 
1915  a  detailed  report  on  same  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  in 
accordance  with  instructions.  Numerous  defects  were  found  on 
many  of  the  houses,  the  dampness  of  walls  figuring  largely  among 
these,  and  most  of  this  was  apparently  due  to  neglect  in  keeping 
eaves  gutters  and  down  pipes  clear,  and  inadequate  or  unsuitable 
arrangements  for  dealing  with  excessive  quantities  of  storm  water. 

Speaking  generally,  the  properties  inspected  during  1914  have 
not  been  found  in  quite  such  defective  condition  as  those  examined 
in  previous  years,  as  while  there  has  been  no  reduction  in  the 
percentage  of  houses  requiring  the  issue  of  notices,  the  character  of 
the  defects  has  been  less  serious.  An  instance  of  this  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  during  1914  it  was  found  necessary  to  reconstruct 
the  drainage  systems  of  56  houses  only,  while  in  1913  109  were 
dealt  with  in  this  way.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  worst 
properties  having  been  examined  first,  those  now  being  inspected 
being  generally  a  better  class  of  property,  and  much  of  it  of 
comparatively  modern  construction. 

I  would  again  call  attention  to  the  unfair  operation  of  that 
section  of  the  Act  of  1909  which  limits  the  application  of  the  Act  to 
houses  under  the  rental  value  of  ^16,  as  referred  to  in  my  previous 
reports,  which  considerably  restricts  the  usefulness  of  the  Act  in  this 
district;  also  to  the  fact  that  those  occupiers  of  houses  under  the 
stipulated  rental  value,  whose  tenancy  commenced  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  are  shut  out  from  its  benefits,  while  others,  who 
may  change  their  residence  every  few  months  can  claim  its 
protection.  Thus  a  tenant  who  has  rented  a  house  fora  considerable 
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number  of  years  must  legally  put  up  with  conditions  which  the  first 
new  comer  can  claim  the  operation  of  the  Law  to  remedy.  This 
injustice  will,  I  think,  be  so  obvious  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge 
on  it.  The  effectiveness  of  the  Act  would  be  greatly  increased  by 
remedying  these  two  serious  defects. 

For  the  information  of  the  Council,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  append  hereto  a 
table  showing  the  defects  found  to  exist  on  the  properties  inspected 
during  the  year.  The  information  is  arranged  under  the  headings 
prescribed  by  the  Regulations  :  ’ 

Tables  of  Defects  discovered  in  1914 
under  the  Housing'  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910, 


and  by  Inspections  under  Public 

Health 

Act  1875. 

i. — Arrangements  for  Prevention  of 

the  Contamination  of  the 

Water  Supply.  Defects  found  : — 

ti 

Uuder  Under  Public 
Housing  Health  Act 
Inspections.  Inspection. 

Totals 

Water  Cisterns  dirty  or  inaccessible 

36 

1 

37 

,,  ,,  without  covers 

,,  ,,  covers  defective  or 

9 

- - 

9 

dilapidated  ... 

2. — Closet  Accommodation.  Defects 

found  : — 

12 

12 

W.C.  pans  in  foul  condition 

,,  pans  broken  or  otherwise 

6 

7 

13 

defective 

,,  buildings'  structurally  dilapi- 

1 1 

I3 

24 

dated  or  dirty 

65 

8 

73 

,,  flushing  cisterns  defective 

23 

4 

27 

3- — Drainage.  Defects  found  : — 


Drains  m  leaky  condition  ...  45 

,,  without  ventilation,  or  with 

insufficient  or  improper 

ventilation  ...  ...  104 

,,  communicating  direct  with 

sewer,  without  intercepting 

trap  ...  ...  ...  45 

,,  choked  or  having  defective 

gully  traps  ...  •  ...  9 


27  72 

26  130 

15  6© 

10  19 


4. — Condition  of  Dwelling-house  in 

REGARD  TO  LlGHT,  FREE  CIR¬ 
CULATION  of  Air,  Dampness,  and 
Cleanliness.  Defects  found  . — 


5- 


Light  and  ventilation  insufficient, 


and  windows  dilapidated 

15 

1 

16 

Dwelling-houses  damp 

61 

6 

67 

,,  in  dirty  internal 

condition 

1 12 

3 

”5 

Insanitary  scullery  sinks  ... 

42 

8 

5° 

Leaky  and  dilapidated  roofs 

14 

— 

14 

Floors  dilapidated  and  defective 
ventilation  underneath 

34 

3 

37 

Paving,  Drainage  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  Yards  or  Out¬ 
houses.  Defects  found : — 

Yards  in  dirty  condition  ... 

1 

T 

,,  without  paving  or  drainage  ... 

18 

7 

25 

,  with  defective  or  insufficient 

paving 

54 

9 

63 

43 


6.  — Arrangements  for  Deposit  of 

Refuse  and  Ashes.  Defects 
found  : — 

Insanitary  brick  ashpits  ...  ...  — 

Absence  of  dustbins,  or  dustbins  so 

dilapidated  as  to  be  unfit  for  use  39 

7.  — Existence  of  Rooms  unfit  for 

Human  Habitation.  Defects 
found  : — 

Rooms  unfit  for  habitation  ...  8 

Houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  5 

8.  — Defects  in  Other  Matters  : — 

Rainwater  pipes  acting  as  ventilating 

shafts  (Premises')  ...  ...  64 

Eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  in 

defective  condition  (Premises)  ...  12 

Animals  improperly  kept  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  defects  ...  ...  11 


1  1 

*5  54 


8 

5 


T  2  76 

2  14 

-  I 

-  II 


The  results  of  the  action  taken  by  your  Inspector  in  dealing 
with  the  foregoing  defects,  as  instructed  by  the  Housing  Committee, 
will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table,  viz.  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  inspected  ...  196. 

Number  of  houses  on  which  works  have  been  put  in  hand 

for  abatement  of  nuisances  and  completed  ...  ...  78 

Number  of  houses  on  which  works  were  in  hand  but  not 

completed  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  bouses  on  which  works  ordered  had  not  been 
commenced  at  end  of  year,  including  postponements 
sanctioned  by  the  Committee  ...  ...  ...  54 
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Number  of  houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  had  not  expired, 

or  were  awaiting  issue,  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  houses  not  requiring  notices  ...  ...  20 


Total  ...  196 


It  should  be  observed  that  the  above  figures  refer  only  to  the 
properties  which  have  been  inspected  under  Housing  Regulations 
during  the  year  under  review,  and  an  addition  of  80  houses  must 
be  made  to,  the  number  of  premises  on  which  works  have  been 
completed  since  the  last  report.  The  total  number  of  all  premises 
on  which  works  have  been  completed  during  the  year  is  therefore 
,58. 

The  following  are  the  principal  points  calling  for  notice  in 
connection  with  the  inspections  : 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  numerous  storage  cisterns  have  been  found 
situate  over  W.Cs.  and  coal  houses,  and  often  without  any  protection 
of  the  water  supply  from  any  foul  air  from  the  W.C.,  and  dirt  from 
coal  houses,  etc.  Action  has  been  taken  in  all  such  cases,  either  to 
remove  the  cisterns  to  more  suitable  positions,  or  to  provide  new 
airtight  ceilings  to  W.Cs.  and  other  offices. 

Water  supply  cisterns  are  often  found  in  inaccessible  positions, 
in  which  cases  cleansing  is  very  rarely  attempted.  In  other  instances 
tanks  have  been  found  supplying  two  houses,  with  access  (of  a  kind) 
from  one  house  only,  so  that  the  occupiers  of  several  houses  have 
been  dependent  upon  the  diligence  of  neighbours  for  maintaining 
the  cleanliness  of  the  storage  tanks.  Efforts  are  made  in  all  such 
cases  to  remove  this  disability.  1 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

The  Water  Closets  attached  to  much  of  the  small  property 
inspected  are  found  to  be  very  much  neglected,  and  in  dilapidated 
structural  condition,  in  some  cases  being  scarcely  fit  for  use,  having 
leaky  roofs,  and  frequently  leaky  cisterns  over,  bulging  walls,  doors 
and  frames  perished,  broken  seats,  defective  floors,  etc.,  and 
invariably  dark  and  dirty.  102  of  such  defective  buildings  have 
been  remedied  during  the  year,  and  16  have  been  condemned, 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt. 


Drainage. 

It  will  have  been  gathered  from  a  previous  portion  of  this  report 
that  the  inspections  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  considerable 
number  of  defective  drainage  systems,  in  many  instances  the  whole 
of  the  drains  of  houses  having  to  be  condemned.  The  defects  are 
of  the  usual  character — absence  of  proper  joints,  broken  and  other¬ 
wise  defective  pipes,  absence  of  intercepting  traps  and  means  of 
ventilation,  and  in  almost  all  cases  there  is  no  access  to  the  drains. 
The  extent  of  this  work  will  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  thirty 
houses  have  been  entirely  redrained  during  the  year,  as  the  result  of 
the  inspections  under  the  Housing  Regulations,  in  addition  to  which 
partial  reconstruction  of  drains  was  carried  out  on  twenty-six 
premises.  The  number  of  premises  thus  dealt  with  has  involved  a 
great  deal  of  time  being  taken  up  in  the  work  of  supervision,  to 
which  I  attach  considerable  importance,  aad  endeavour  to  see  that 
all  the  work  carried  out  is  of  thoroughly  good  character. 

Condition  of  Dwelling  Houses  as  to  Light.  Free  Circulation  of 

Air,  Dampness,  and  Cleanliness. 

A  considerable  number  of  houses  have  had  to  be  improved  in 
respect  of  the  matters  enumerated  in  this  heading.  In  some  cases 
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rooms  were  found  to  be  without  either  direct  light  or  ventilation  ; 
additional  windows  opening  direct  to  external  air  have  been  provided  ; 
sixteen  cases  of  defective  lighting  or  ventilation  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  during  the  year.  A  large  number  of  houses  have  had  slates 
and  cement  horizontal  damp  courses  inserted  in  walls  to  remedy 
dampness  ;  in  many  cases  the  walls  were  found  sodden  with  moisture 
rising  from  the  foundations,  to  above  the  wooden  dados  which  are 
often  found  on  damp  walls.  The  number  of  houses  requiring 
internal  cleansing  has  also  increased  from  94  to  115. 


Paving.  Draining,  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  Yards  and 

Outhouses. 

In  about  eighty-eight  cases  the  yards  and  surroundings  of 
houses  have  been  found  to  be  in  unsatisfactory  condition.  The 
yards  are  invariably  reconstructed,  and  provided  with  concrete  and 
cement,  or  asphalte  paving  properly  drained,  and  the  advantage  of 
clean  well-paved  areas  adjoining  the  back  portion  of  premises,  and 
to  side  and  front  approaches,  is  greatly  appreciated.  Insanitary 
outhouses  are  rarely  met  with,  these  mostly  comprising  small  wooden 
coal  or  tool  sheds,  which  although  considerably  disfiguring  the 
premises,  do  not  usually  constitute  a  nuisance,  and  your  Committee 
are  reluctant  to  interfere  with  these  conveniences  of  tenants. 


Deposit  of  Refuse  and  Ashes. 

One  insanitary  brick  ashpit  has  been  abolished  during  the  year, 
and  forty-five  cases  have  been  discovered  where  the  provision  for 
storing  refuse  has  been  unsatisfactory.  In  each  of  these  cases 
owners  have  been  required  to  provide  galvanised  iron  sanitary  dust¬ 
bins. 
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Rooms  unfit  for  Habitation. 

Five  houses  were  found  during  the  year  in  such  a  state  as  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  a  number  of  rooms  in  similar  condition.  In 
the  case  of  two  of  the  houses,  representations  were  made  to  the 
Council  by  your  Inspector,  and  Closing  Orders  wqre  made,  and  have 
become  operative.  The  other  three  houses  and  rooms  have  all  been 
rendered  fit  for  habitation  by  thorough  repair,  cleansing,  and 
renovating. 


Other  Defects. 

Various^  defects  not  included  in  foregoing  classification  are 
frequently  encountered,  and  such  action  as  is  necessary  is  taken  for 
the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  District. 


Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  sanitary  reforms  effected  in  the 
District  continue  to  be  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
and  result  from  the  visits  of  your  Inspector  in  investigating 
complaints,  following  up  cases  of  infectious  disease,  etc.,  in  addition 
to  the  inspections  under  Housing  Regulations.  In  consequence 
also  of  the  low  rental  value  of  property,  in  respect  of  which  the  Town 
Planning  Act  can  be  applied,  much  of  the  work  resulting  from  the 
house  to  house  inspection  has  to  be  effected  under  the  authority  of 
the  1875  Act. 

The  following  table,  arranged  as  in  previous  years,  will  show 
the  nature  of  the  principal  sanitary  improvements  effected  during 
the  year,  and  includes  all  matters,  whether  arising  from  inspections 
under  Housing  Regulations,  or  as  the  result  of  special  visits 
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Remedial  Works  Executed. 


Nature  of  works  executed.  No. 

Houses  (or  parts)  made  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  15 

,,  Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

,,  Cleansed  and  renovated  ...  ...  ...  76 

,,  Overcrowding  abated ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Yards  provided  with  impervious  paving...  ...  ...  82 

,,  Dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

,,  Insanitary  ash  pits  removed  ...  ...  ...  1 


Rain  water  pipes  improperly  acting  as  ventilating  shafts, 

disconnected  from  drains  (Premises)  ...  ...  80 

„  • 

Drains,  chokages  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  defective,  repaired  or  portions  reconstructed  ...  37 

l 

,,  condemned,  and  new  drainage  systems  laid  complete  56 
,,  trapped  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  61 

,,  inlet  or  outlet  ventilating  shafrs  fixed  ...  ...  76 

,,  new  manholes  constructed  ...  ...  ...  .  69 

,,  new  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

W.Cs.  condemned,  and  new  built  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  new  pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  repaired,  lighted,  ventilated,  cistern  repaired  or  new 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Various:  Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Stables  paved,  drained,  and  manure  pit  constructed  o 
Urinals  reconstructed 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  and  animals  improperly 

kept,  and  miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  numerous 


The  following  particulars  concerning  the  various  matters  dealt 
with,  and  included  in  foregoing  statement  will  be  of  interest  : — * 
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Number  of  Houses  inspected  during  19 T4  under,  and  for  the 

purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (or  parts  of  dwelling  houses) 
which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority,  with  a 

view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied,  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  158* 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses,  which,  after  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders,  were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

*  It  should  be  noted  that  this  figure  includes  78  houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were  issued  in  1913  but  had  not  been 
complied  with  during  that  year. 

The  following  short  summary  will  show  how  the  property 
inspected  during  the  year  has  been  dealt  with  by  your  Inspector,  viz.  : 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  Notices  issued  85,  affecting  149  houses  ...  149 
Number  of  premises  not  requiring  Notices  ...  19 

Number  of  premises  respecting  which  Notices  had  not 

been  issued  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  28 

Total  ...  ...  ...  196 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  the  entire  reconstruction  of  drainage  has  taken 
place  on  56  premises,  while  partial  reconstruction  has  also  been 
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carried  out  on  37  additional  premises,  so  that  in  all  93  dwelling 
houses  have  had  the  drainage  systems  overhauled,  and  put  into 
sound  condition. 

The  work  has'  involved  the  laying  of  approximately  3,500  feet 
of  new  glazed  socket  pipe  drains,  the  construction  of  70  manholes, 
35  intercepting  traps  have  been  fixed,  also  178  gully  traps,  and  76 
ventilating  shafts.  The  work  has  had  the  effect  of  considerably 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  dealt  with. 

The  following  list  will  show  the  locality  of  the  houses  to  which 
new  drainage  systems  have  been  constructed  during  the  past  year : 


Bulwer  Road  ...  ...  1 

Crescent  Road  ...  ...  2 

East  Barnet  Road  ...  ...  25 

East  Barnet  Village  ...  ...  1 

Gloucester  Road  ...  ...  1 

Hexham  Road  ...  ...  1 

Leicester  Road  ...  ...  2 

Lyonsdown  Road  ...  ...  1 

Margaret  Road  ...  ...  14 

Park  Road  ...  ...  1 

Plantagenet  Road  ...  ...  1 

Richmond  Road  ...  ...  2 

Victoria  Road  ...  ...  4 


Total  56 

It  will  be  noticed  the  distribution  of  these  houses  is  fairly 
widespread,  occurring  in  no  less  than  thirteen  roads.  The 
Housing  Inspection  is  responsible  for  thirty  two  of  these  cases,  and 
other  inspections  twenty-four.  It  will  be  observed  most  of  the 
cases  occur  in  the  Margaret  and  East  Barnet  Roads,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  these  defective  conditions  are  being  steadily 
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improved,  the  number  of  houses  having  been  redrained  in  the 
District  being — 1911,39;  1912,60;  1913,109:  1914,56;  making 
a  total  of  264. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

/  ' 

The  condition  of  the  limited  number  of  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  in  the  District  continues  to  be  satisfactory.  A  building  at 
Brunswick  Park  lately  unoccupied  has  now  been  converted  into  a 
steam  laundry. 

Outworkers. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act  several  lists  of  outworkers  residing  in  this  district 
have  been  received  during  the  year,  from  persons  employing  them 
as  homeworkers.  These  lists  have  mostly  come  through  the  office 
of  the  Corporation  of  London,  and  other  Metropolitan  Boroughs. 
The  premises  specified  in  these  lists  have  been  visited  by  your 
Inspector,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sanitary  condition 
under  which  the  work  is  done.  These  were  in  all  cases  satisfactory, 
and  no  action  has  been  necessary. 

Bakehouses. 

Numerous  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  bakehouses  in  the 
District  during  the  year,  which  continue  to  be  kept  in  satisfactory 
condition.  In  three  instances  notices  were  issued  requiring 
cleansing  and  lime  washing  of  the  bakehouse  premises,  and  remedial 
works  were  forthwith  carried  out.  No  further  action  has  been 
necessary.  There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  District. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

This  Act  is  administered  in  this  Council’s  District  through  one 
of  the  Inspectors  appointed  by  the  County  Council  for  that  purpose. 
I  have  been  supplied  with  the  following  information  as  to  samples 
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of  articles  of  food  taken  for  analysis  from  retailers  within  this 
Council’s  area  during  1914,  viz  : — 


*Milk  ...  ...  ...  11 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  2 

Butter  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cocoa  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chocolate  Powder  ...  ...  1 

Self  Raising  Flour  ...  ...  1 


Total  ...  22 

*  Four  of  these  were  adulterated.  Cautions  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Council  were  sent  in  three  of  the  cases,  and  in  the  other 
the  Vender  was  prosecuted  and  fined  10/-  and  20/6  costs. 

In  one  case  the  cream  was  preserved,  and  sold  without  notice 
as  to  the  preservative.  Cautioned  by  the  County  Clerk. 

With  the  exception  of  the  four  cases  mentioned  above,  all  the 
other  samples  were  genuine. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

The  number  of  Dremises  within  the  District  remain  as  before, 

j.  7 

viz.  : — 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  7 

Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  8 

The  local  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  appear  to  be  plying 

their  trade  with  due  regard  to  the  protection  of  the  milk  supply  from 

contamination,  and  no  action  has  been  deemed  necessary  during 
the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  four  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District  are  being  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  manner.  One  notice  requiring  cleansing  has  been 
issued  during  the  year,  and  complied  with. 
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Disinfection. 

The  practice  of  the  Council  to  disinfect  all  rooms,  free  of 
charge,  immediately  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  occurred 
therein,  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  following  cases 
having  been  dealt  with  in  this  way  :  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  40 

Diphtheria...  ...  ...  18 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  o 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  after  having  been  occupied  by 
persons  suffering  from  suspected  infectious  maladies,  or  after  death 
having  occurred  in  same  from  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  &c.,  is  carried 
out  by  my  department  on  request  of  the  occupiers,  and  numerous 
residents  have  taken  advantage  of  this  privilege  during  the  year. 

Rooms  in  which  infectious  disease  has  occurred  are  also  required 
to  be  thoroughly  stripped,  and  again  disinfected,  at  the  expense  of 
the  landlord,  so  that  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  disease. 

Numerous  persons  have  also  taken  advantage  of  the  facilities 
provided  by  the  Council  (by  arrangement  with  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital)  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  by  the  steam 
disinfector.  This  is  collected,  disinfected,  and  returned  free  of 
charge  to  residents  in  the  District,  so  that  every  effort  is  made  to 
encourage  the  thorough  disinfection  of  infected  articles. 

Schools. 

The  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District  were  again  disinfected 
during  the  year,  at  the  expense  of  the  School  Managers. 

Troops. 

A  number  of  troops  have  been  stationed  in  various  parts  of  the 
Council’s  District,  including  Folly  Farm,  Littlegrove,  East  Barnet, 


1 


54 

and  Oakbill,  Southgate  Road,  since  August  last.  These  places  have 
been  occupied  intermittently  for  comparative  short  periods.  I  have 
visited  the  Camp  and  Barracks  from  time  to  time,  also  in  company 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  such  requisitions  as  have 
been  made  for  assistance  in  sanitary  matters  have  been  complied 
with. 

Temporary  Hospitals. 

The  St.  James’  Parish  Hall,  East  Barnet  Road,  and  the  Church 
Hall,  East  Barnet,  have  both  been  occupied  as  temporary  Military 
Hospitals,  and  I  have  been  consulted  as  to  the  provision  of 
temporary  sanitary  accommodation  for  both  buildings,  and  have 
been  able  to  make  suitable  arrangements  in  each  case,  utilising 
existing  drains,  so  that  no  insanitary  conditions  may  occur  on  the 
premises. 

I  have  pleasure  in  expressing  my  indebtedness  to  tne  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  support  which  I  have  invariably 
received  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  my  office,  which  is  greatiy 
appreciated. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  J.  ABBOTT,  P.A.S.I.,  &c., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  executed  in  1914. 


The  following  particulars  are  supplied  at  the  request  of  the 


County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  information  desired  has 

been  given  wherever  possible,  but  in  some  instances  the  items  are 

not  applicable  to  the  District  : 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Visits. 

Houses  ; 

Houses  inspected  in  routine... 

196  . 

,,  re-inspected 

278 

,,  inspected  on  complaint  ...  \ 

73 

„  „  for  special  inquiry...  J 

\  1,200 

,,  ,,  after  infectious  disease 

58 

Common  lodging  houses  inspected 

1 

Common  yards,  courts,  and  alleys  inspected 

0  ; 

Schools : 

\  lsits  to  ••• 

— 

10 

Trade  Premises  : 

Bakehouses 

9  ^ 

Laundries 

9 

Cowsheds 

7 

Milkshops 

8 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

— 

• 

Food  Manufactories 

— 

CO 

p 

Slaughter  Houses 

4 

o 

fH 

Offensive,  Trade  Premises 

— 

r  © 

a 

Markets 

— 

P 

a 

Other  Factories  .. 

15 

,,  Workplaces  ) 

_  — 

,,  Workshops  / 

01 

Visits  after  serving  notice 

— 

,  to  works  in  progress 

—  j 
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New  op  Remedial  Works. 


Houses  : 

Houses  erected  44  ;  re-built  ;  placed  in  habitable  repair  15. 
Houses  disinfected  70  ;  cleansed  76  ;  closed  2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  closed  0. 

Houses  demolished  0  ;  houses  in  which  overcrowding  abated  1. 
Walls,  damp  and  defective,  remedied  66. 

Roof,  guttering  or  spouting,  repaired  14. 

Windows  made  to  open,  lighting  improved,  ventilation  improved 
16. 

Drainage  : 

Water-closets  to  new  houses  44  ;  to  old  houses  16. 

„  repaired  and  cleansed  102. 

„  supplied  with  water  0. 

Cisterns  and  flushing  apparatus  repaired  27. 

Pipes  disconnected  :  sink,  lavatory,  and  bath,' numerous. 

Urinals,  reconstructed  1. 

Drains,  newly  constructed  54  ;  repaired  37  ;  unstopped  numerous, 
,,  tested  by  water  76  ;  by  smoke  223  ;  by  chemical  test  0. 
Houses  connected  to  sewers  :  new  houses  44  ;  old  houses 
Cesspools  emptied  0. 

♦ 

Water  : 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired  or  covered,  58. 

Yards : 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  82. 

Ashpits  removed  1 ;  sanitary  dustbins  provided  64. 

Accumulations  of  manure,  &c.,  removed  numerous. 

Erections  in  yards  removed  ;  cellar  areas  cleared 

Schools : 

Disinfected  5. 

Trade  Premises  : 

Factories,  ventilation  improved 

„  supplied  with  proper  closet  accommodation 
Workshops,  cleansed  or  limewashed 
Bakehouses  „  „ 

„  underground,  closed  or  ventilation  improved 

Food  : 

4 

Carcases  inspected  ;  condemned  or  partly  so 
Tinned  foodstuffs  inspected  ;  condemned 
Other  foodstuffs  inspected  ;  condemned 
Samples  of  food  and  drugs  taken  11 ;  of  milk  taken  11. 

Convictions  for  adulteration  or  otherwise  0. 
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Various  : 

Cases  in  which  infected  bedding  destroyed  1. 

Canal  boats  inspected  ;  number  of  contraventions 

Fruit-pickers’  huts  inspected 

Temporary  or  movable  dwellings  inspected 

Birds  and  animals  improperly  kept  removed,  cases 

Clerical  and  Legal  Work  : 

Letters  written,  numerous. 

Notices  served,  informal  115  ;  statutory  5. 
Summonses  issued  0. 

Convictions  0. 


;  numbers 


IW.  151.  Htcrrgxn, 

printer, 

SUto  garnet. 


